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Book Reviews

The Great Prairie Fact and Literary Imagination. By Robert Thacker. (Albuquerque:
University of New Mexico Press, 1989. x
liography, index. $32.50.)

+ 301 pp. Illustrations, notes, bib-

Robert Thacker's fascination with the varieties of plains experience has
led him to this enthusiastic scholarly encounter with the range of imaginative
responses made by writers and other artists from 1534 to the present. He
accompanies the reader through chronological and geographical expanses (from
Texas to Canada's three prairie provinces). Although he pursues interdisciplinary goals and methods from several areas (historical literary criticism, perceptual geography, aesthetic and epistemological theory), the author's intention
is, finally, a simple one: to demonstrate his conviction that the abiding power
of prairie terrain has consistently compelled the most significant adaptations
of European-based habits of imaginative response. He does not attempt to
trace the landscape's impact on regional history nor to gauge its influence on
Western or North American cultural forms.
Thacker's history emerges from the chronology of images: explorers and
travelers provide one type of record; settlers initially excited by prospects of
transformation provide another type; individuals facing the imaginative and
practical problems of living there provide a third type of record. He is almost
exclusively concerned with interior responses to the"great fact" of composite
prairie landscape features that, throughout the history of contact, have resisted
compression ("framing") in literary or visual images.
Stylistically, Thacker is an authoritative guide who provides details when
they will best speak for themselves and selects representative overviews when
density of example would obscure the reader's insight. He has provided a real
service here, for few will be intimately familiar with both Canadian and U.S.
bodies of literature that are here respectfully treated as a single entity. Thacker
allows the textures and nuances of the literary passages to emerge within his
text, while more than sixty pages of notes and bibliography amplify scholarly
contexts for those interested.
In an appropriately quiet way, Robert Thacker has celebrated not so much
the ineffable qualities of prairie space but more the profound cultural legacy
that those qualities have engendered. He has fully comprehended the psychic
ambiguities and emotional ranges that qualify European-American attempts
177
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to make new lives in a place they only recently contacted and are slowly coming
to imagine.
Richard B. Wilson
Powell, Wyoming

Word Ways: The Novels of D'Arcy McNickle. By John Lloyd Purdy. (Tucson: University of Arizona Press, 1990. xiv + 167 pp. Illustration, appendix, notes,
bibliography, index. $27.95.)
In his critical analysis of D'Arcy McNickle's three novels, James Purdy
reveals considerable insight into the Native American literary tradition. Basing
his analysis of the novels on the traditional Indian vision quest, he extends
the model to the author's life, as well. He traces McNickle's development from
his boyhood on the Flathead Reservation in Montana to a position as one of
the nation's most respected authorities on twentieth-century Indian affairs.
Like the heroes in the novels, McNickle journeys toward a deeper understanding of his own tribal identity.
Purdy's portrait of McNickle's adaptation of native storytelling techniques
to his fiction is particularly effective. As he points out, McNickle's innovative
use of the "strategies and motifs of the verbal arts" (p. 22) in his first novel,
The Surrounded (1936), is a technique that more recent Native American authors
have used successfully. Purdy is also correct in seeing the evolution of The
Surrounded as transforming an idealization of American values into an affirmation of Salish tradition.
However, while the vision quest model seems applicable to McNickle's
second novel, Runner in the Sun, Purdy's reading of The Surrounded and Wind
from an Enemy Sky in the same light is not totally convincing. Many readers
will disagree with his conclusion that the two heroes' affirmation of their Indian
heritage constitutes a positive resolution of their quest.
There is also a deeper problem here. Drawing solely from McNickle's
papers at the Newberry Library in Chicago, Purdy has overlooked a primary
source of information. An examination of Flathead tribal records would reveal
substantial errors in his description of McNickle's childhood, and a more accurate rendering of that childhood would require modification of his vision
quest model. Using incomplete biographical information to illuminate literary
works obviously carries a certain risk for the unwary.
Nevertheless, Purdy does provide a useful counterpoint to the interpretations of Louis Owens, Charles Larson, and James Rupert. Moreover, since
literary criticism remains an art rather than a science, this critical study should
encourage new readers to find levels of meaning in all three novels not evident
in a casual perusal.
Dorothy Parker
Albuquerque, New Mexico
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The History of Cavalry. By Zvonimir Grbasic and Velirnir Vuksic. (New York:
Facts on File, 1989. 280 pp. Illustrations, bibliography, index. $40.00.)
This"history of cavalry" is hyped by its American publisher as the "first
comprehensive, single-volume work to cover every significant aspect of the
fascinating world of cavalry." That is a daunting challenge for ~o Yugoslaviabound writers, one of whom, Vuksic, is affiliated with the Historical Military
Museum of Belgrade while the other, Grbasic, is a horse breeder and engineer.
The History of Cavalry does not reach such lofty expectations, but it does satisfactorily survey the evolution of horse-mounted soldiery from the time of
Louis XIV to the ironic and devastating charge of Polish cavalry against German
tanks in 1939.
As one might guess from a quick look at the chapter and section heads
and the bibliography, this is mostly a European story. The North American
tie-in is limited to a few pages each on the Mexican War and the transMississippi western Indian wars, and some nine pages on the American Civil
War.
Unquestionably, The History of Cavalry's, greatest success is its dazzling
presentation of visuals. Dozens of carefully created, full color plates by a talented but regrettably anonymous artist depict the cavalry soldier's evolution
through two and a half centuries. These drawings are finely detailed and show
the amazing array of uniforms, accouterments, and weapons that outfitted the
world's cavalrymen. Selected American fighters are depicted too, but the typical Confederate and Union horsemen, and the Seventh Cavalryman and the
Cheyenne warrior from 1876-picturesqueas they are-seem bland compared
with Polish winged hussars, Russian Cossacks, French dragoons, and Persian
horsemen. Other drawings, color plates, and photographs-some 200 collectively-show individual uniform components, armaments, flags, and massed
troop activities. Charts highlight regimental compositions in different eras.
Judged by its scope, GrbasiC's and VuksiC's The History of Cavalry is a survey
of limited value to American scholars. Treasure this book, instead, for its
delightful, original illustrations, and pity the talented but unrecognized artist
who deserves so much credit!
Paul L. Hedren
Fort Union Trading Post
National Park Service

Colorado Catholicism and the Archdiocese of Denver, 1857-1989. By Thomas J. Noel.
(Niwot: University Press of Colorado, 1989. xii + 468 pp. Illustrations, maps,
index. $39.95.)
Most Catholic rectories have a room--either in the attic or basement-for
discarded treasures: Latin missals, birettas, and old seminary texts like Tanqueray. Among these relics will also be a copy of the "history" of.the diocese.
Most of them are dull stuff, adorned with the pictures of priests and prelates,
posed stiffly and formally. Few have any literary value, much less historical.
Thomas Noel's story of Colorado Catholicism is far and away superior to
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such dull chronicles. A professor at the University of Colorado, he has given
us a sprightly account of the Church in the Rockies, a story that details both
highlights and shadows.
Why, then, do I feel dissatisfied with the book? Perhaps it is the "framework." The publisher notes that Noel "writes within the framework of his
Church...." By this they mean that he is a Catholic. But that is not a historiographical framework; it is a system of belief. And as a historian who shares
that belief, I find insulting the implication that locating a Catholic honest
enough to write about his Church is worth notice.
I find some of the structure to be troubling. The history of Colorado
Catholicism is presented in six units, each corresponding to one of the Bishops/
Archbishops of Denver. (Noel calls them "reigns," a most unfortunate choice
of terms.) In such a scheme, everything done becomes part of a bishop's
accomplishments. And the flood of immigrants, the rise of business and industry, wars, and depression-all are tailored to fit a bishop's term of office.
Another source of disappointment is that although the author considers
social history, its depiction rarely rises above the level of the anecdotal, and
too often merely consists of cute stories about priests and sisters. It is disappointing also to see that though Noel acknowledges that "some in New Mexico"
have serious reservations about Bishop Lamy, once again that churchman and
his assistant, Denver's first Bishop, Joseph Machebeuf, are presented in the
romantic guise that Willa Cather portrayed them.
The addition of 162 pages of parish histories to a book that already has
265 large-sized pages is unfortunate. These locally written accounts contain
some interesting material, but they follow no formula. It would have been
, better to present them in another book.
It is unfortunate that reviews spend so much time addressing negative
aspects of a book. Noel's history is not meant as a scholarly, definitive volume;
it is a good example of popular history, a much-needed genre. This book also
meets an important test: it inspires questioning, and provokes debate. The
story it tells is interesting, and one that is sometimes inspiring.
Among the many photographs in the book, one (p.72) is both comical
and symbolic. It depicts Cardinal Farley, of New York, in Denver to dedicate
the Cathedral. The photo places the Cardinal on an open scaffold, "high above
the dedication crowds," hundreds of feet above Denver, bestowing a "separate
blessing" on the spire of the new church. As one who has a terrible fear of
heights, I wondered if that blessing was necessary. I wondered if the Cardinal,
in mitre and full pontificals, felt as scared as I would. But I thought that such
a position, high above Denver, was a symbol of Catholicism in Colorado-then and now a risky and dangerous enterprise. Was blessing a spire so necessary-and are some of our works also simply spectacle? Noel has told the
stories of men and women who participated in the risky enterprise.
Richard K. Weber, O.P.
Munising, Michigan
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The Lawmen: United States Marshals and Their Deputies, 1789-1989. By Frederick
S. Calhoun. (Washington, D.C.: Smithsonian Institution Press, 1989. xii + 370
pp. lllustrations, notes, index. $24.95.)
When the United States Congress began to function under the Constitution in 1789, the lawmakers provided for a body of federal lawmen-the
marshals-to support the courts and enforce the laws of the land. In this
volume, Frederick S. Calhoun presents the first comprehensive history of these
law enforcers, in recognition of the bicentennial of the founding of this important office. Calhoun, who occupies the position of historian in the u.s.
Marshals Service, is also the author of Power and Principle: Armed Intervention
in Wilsonian Policy (1986).
For much of their history, the primary tasks of the United States marshals
was to serve the process and disburse the monies of the federal courts. Since
these lawmen were situated strategically throughout the nation, the government singled them out for many additional tasks. For instance, the marshals
made sincere efforts to enforce the controversial Fugitive Slave Act of 1850,
but in the face of such resistance that the public soon identified them with this
"obnoxious law" (p. 86). In spite of such adverse publicity, Calhoun concludes
that the real strength of the marshals lay in their ability to perform diverse
chores above their court duties-in other words, in "the avoidance of specialization" (p. 3). In the twentieth century, often characterized as "the age of
the experts," the versatility of the marshals became a weakness. A specialized
agency, the Federal Bureau of Investigation, assumed the role of criminal
investigator. In spite of such setbacks, the marshals slowly acquired more
attributes of professionalism through the growth of a centralized bureaucracy
in Washington, D.C. With the eruption of the Civil Rights Movement in the
1960s, President John F. Kennedy relied upon them to protect black leaders.
Under President Richard Nixon, these federal lawmen won two belated victories: the creation of the United States Marshals Service and bureau status in
the Department of Justice.
This book is well researched in the primary sources, and the writer possesses a keen understanding of the many incongruencies in the history of the
marshalcy. This is especially apparent in the author's discussions of the bureaucratic in-fighting surrounding these lawmen in the nation's capital, although the general reader may not appreciate this aspect of the book.
Unfortunately, this volume occasionally takes on the coloration of "official
history," especially in Calhoun's obvious dislike for a Congress that failed to
provide the marshals a clearly defined role in federal law enforcement. Under
the doctrine of republicanism, the foundation ideology of the American Republic, governmental powers were divided among many agencies as a matter
of course. What appeared as a "starvation" policy toward the marshals-however unfair it might appear-was inflicted deliberately upon all potentially
dangerous offices. As in anyone-volume survey of a large topic, some subjects
are slighted or distorted. In the knotty subject of formal-'-as opposed to actual....:....
law enforcement responsibilities on the frontier, Calhoun fails to note the
Congressional law of 1813 that first authorized a marshal and a district attorney
for each new territory. These remarks aside, The Lawmen is a welcome addition
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to the growing body of scholarly works about law enforcement. The illustrations also complement this volume.
Larry D. Ball

Arkansas State University

Mourning Dove: A Salishan Autobiography. Edited by Jay Miller. (Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1990. xxxix
notes, bibliography, index. $24.95.)

+ 265 pp. Illustrations, maps, appendix,

Published posthumously for the first time, Mourning Dove: A Salishan Autobiography is both a personal ethnology and the life story of Christine Quintasket
(1885?-1936), a Colvile tribeswoman, whose descendants reside on the Colville
Reservation in Washington. Wanting to pursue a literary career, Quintasket
assumed the pen name Mourning Dove when publishing her first novel, Cogewea, in 1927. Subsequent writings were nonfiction; but not until 1981, when
editor Jay Miller began collecting, editing, and annotating these later fragmented essays, did Mourning Dove's second book reach print.
In two sections, "A Woman's World" and "Seasonal Activities," Quintasket
outlines Colvile tribal life at the tum of the century, using her own experiences
to illumine these ethnographical passages. Therein lies the treasure of this
narrative: Quintasket discloses a woman's perception of the Colvile's world
view, offering a perspective often missing from existing ethnographic studies.
In the first section, "A Woman's World," the author employs her voice to reveal
a feminine perspective on childbirth, courtship, marriage, and death, furnishing very rewarding and unusually detailed insights into the Colvile world view.
With the same refreshing tone, Quintasket describes Colvile "Seasonal Activities," beginning with the annual Kettle Falls spring salmon fishing and ending
with the seasonal winter dancing.
Quintasket's objective in writing these essays is to preserve Colvile cultural
heritage. At the same time, though, she records cultural changes occurring
within both herself and her community. Change is essential to cultural survival;
hence, this story is one of community and of individual survival. The evolution
of a two-tier medical system aptly illustrates cultural survival and cultural
change as the Colvile people continued to utilize tribal medicine while simultaneously incorporating western medical practices into their community.
By such strategies, they concurrently changed community practices and preserved tribal custom.
Outsiders observing tribal actions will filter a cultural survival story through
different world views, values, and goals from those of the tribesmen. Quintasket's autobiography illustrates this contrast. She describes warfare as "horrible bloodshed" (p. 23) but Miller claims her "references to warfare are a
fiction" (p. 200n). War is especially bloody for those who value pacifism but
have to defend themselves to survive.
Encountering these differences firsthand enabled Quintasket to record
clearly a Colvile woman's explanations for tribal-specific activities. One thing
that we can surely state, despite different perceptions, Mourning Dove did not
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live in isolation; her story is mirrored by contemporary Colvile women, and
therein lies the tremendous power her memoirs hold for the present day.
Richmond L. Clow
University of Montana

The Americanization of Brazil: A Study of u.s. Cold War Diplomacy in the Third
World, 1945-1954. By Gerald K. Haines. (Wilmington, Delaware: Scholarly Resources, 1989. xiv + 227 pp. Notes, bibliography, index. $35.00.)
This pointed and concise monograph elucidates the development of United
States policy toward Brazil within the context of the early Cold War and sets
forth the details of a notably "successful" endeavor. Although preoccupied by
European and Asian concerns, the policymakers in the Truman and Eisenhower
administrations never neglected Latin America. Indeed, according to Gerald
K. Haines, a senior historian at the Central Intelligence Agency, they worked
in subtle and indirect ways throughout the region but "especially in Brazil ...
to preserve and expand U.S. influence." As the United States assumed responsibility "for the welfare of the world capitalist system," the leaders advocated modernization strategies by which "to maintain the area as an important
market for U.S. surplus industrial production and private investments, to
exploit its vast reserves of raw materials, and to keep international communism
out." Haines invokes a telling phrase in summary: "In short, they desired a
closed hemispheric system in an open world" (p. ix).
The measure of attainment ran high when calculated against the policymakers' goals and resulted in "the Americanization of Brazil." In support of
this claim, Haines works out the argument in a set of ten finely crafted chapters,
organized topically around political, economic, and cultural themes, and he
does so with a sense of irony. Leaders in the United States knew little and
misunderstood much about Brazil. They based their policies on "ingrained
images, values, stereotypes, and myths that distorted reality" and represented
"a combination of political calculation, self-interest benevolent paternalism,
and evangelism" (p. 185). Nevertheless, the policies worked. Under Truman
and Eisenhower, the United States molded Brazil in the image of the United
States through the promotion of democratic and anti-communist politics, the
cultivation of military officers, and the advancement of capitalist models, free
trade, and private investment. When confronted on occasion with Brazilian
preferences for nationalist and statist techniques, Americans typically overcame them by taki"ng advantage of Brazil's need for capital, technology, and
expertise.
The discussion of diplomatic tactics is provocative. Although Haines may
overstate his case by underestimating the level of Brazilian resistance, he nevertheless establishes a solid basis for his conclusion that "the United States in
Brazil during the late 1940s and early 1950s had great power and influence,
both formally and informally" and that "the intensity of the American effort"
accorded an "overall success" (p. 191). In sum, the volume contributes signif-
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icantly to a growing body of literature on U.S.-Brazilian relations and suggests
deeper understanding of a presumed "special relationship."
Mark T. Gilderhus
Colorado State University

Mary Austin: Song of a Maverick. By Esther Lanigan Stineman. (New Haven,
Connecticut: Yale University Press, 1989. xv + 269 pp. Illustrations, map, chart,
notes, bibliography, index. $25.00.)
Mary Austin continues to interest critics and biographers and is becoming,
fast behind Willa Cather, Mabel Dodge Luhan, and Georgie O'Keeffe, the stuff
not just of canonized nationalliterary/art history but of southwestern legend.
Austin's canonization and arrival in the land of legendry is partially related
to gender and her role as an emergent twentieth-century woman. Partially
(and paradoxically) Austin's garnering of critical, biographical, and historical
attention is also related to her status as a regional writer and the complex set
of forces now again under way to elevate and exalt regionalism. Such interesting and dynamic matters, combined with issues of travel, journalism, fiction,
autobiography, and biography, combine to make Esther Lanigan Stineman's
version of Austin's life and writing compelling if not provocative reading.
Certainly Austin's life and art are compelling on their own terms. What
Stineman elicits is a whole parcel of ever-increasing questions about the ways
in which and the degrees to which women write differently than men about
their respective experiences, especially the experiences of landscape and region. Furthermore, in what ways do women biographers write about their
subjects, male and female? Sociolinguists are currently contributing much insight into communication and gender. Stineman augments these initiatives.
Much of her portrayal of Austin as "maverick" (a designation Austin herself
proposed in her autobiographical reconstructions) deals with Austin's stress
and tribulation within the roles and forces of family, marriage, sex/gender,
religion/race, and regional, East vs. West "politics" in the early twentieth century.
As a young girl of Methodist and midwestern upbringing, playing out the
family and sibling romances of then-applicable values, Austin, according to
the author, wanted much more acknowledgment and· attention than her mother
could give, and after the death of her father, George Hunt~r, established her
lifelong ambivalent attraction to male manifestations of strength and intellect.
Similarly, her marriage to western engineer Wallace Austin found her locked
into another ambivalent but finally stifling situation, made all the more intolerable and painful by their daughter Ruth's handicapped condition and her
consequent institutionalization and early death. Guilt and bitterness heightened Austin's more idealized motives toward art.
Once free of the attempts of Wallace to bring water to Los Angeles and
the Owens Valley, and his failing to satisfy her own thirsts as willful woman,
Austin began on her own to nourish her career as a writer and her mentorships
and friendships with William James, Charles Lummis, Jack London, Lincoln
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Steffens, George Sterling, and other luminaries from Carmel to New York to
Santa Fe.
The Land of Little Rain (1903) more or less cemented Austin to the literary
life and led her to varying degrees of recognition as a genius of realism and
photographic detail and as an eccentric, mystic, and advocate of American
Indian ways and "rhythms" of life and song. All of Austin's locales were
important to her; however, it was the lure of the Southwest and New Mexico
that imprinted her the most and with which she is now almost wholly associated. Her role in the festivities and fads of Santa Fe and Taos, particularly
her friendships and feuds with Mabel Dodge Luhan, and her fondness for
Witter Bynner, Frank Applegate, and Ansel Adams make Song of a Maverick all
the more intriguing to those who, like her, sense a special spiritual and creative
modality in northern New Mexico.
At times the author carries feminist assumptions and Austin's own anger
at the callous and unjust attitudes of men (fathers, husbands, publishers,
writers) into strident and sweeping, even militant, indictments. But even these
charges seem not without basis and lead to the real attraction and puzzle of
the book: at what point does biography become autobiography? To what end
the battle of the sexes, East and West?
Robert F. Gish
University of Northern Iowa

The Singing Spirit: Early Short Stories by North American Indians. Edited by Bernd
C. Peyer. (Tucson: University of Arizona Press, 1989. xxi + 175 pp. Bibliography. $24.95.)
Most historians of American Indians will be familiar with authors whose
fiction appears in this slim volume, the latest in the Sun Tracks American
Indian Literature Series from the University of Arizona Press; but that fact
itself perhaps underscores the worthy aim of the editor, which is to make
available to a larger audience obscure and hitherto inaccessible works of American Indian fiction written prior to World War II. The volume's focus is the
short story, though the editor includes autobiographical as well as satirical
sketches that stretch the strict definition of fiction.
Creative writing, according to Peyer, played only a small role in Indian
literature until the later 1960s. Indian authors of the late nineteenth and early
twentieth centuries generally served as "informants." Ethnographic data "seems
to have been easier to market than human attributes like the imagination"
(p. vii). As a result, touches of the "informant" pervade the earlier works of
this collection.
In his introduction, Peyer examines briefly the emergence of an Indian
intellectual elite on the reservations of the late nineteenth century, where
attendance of schools and the adoption of Euroamerican cultural styles and
values were encouraged and often compelled. One theme that is largely left
to the readers' discernment is the heritage of each author and its influence on
his or her art. All were metis. Among them only Charles Alexander Eastman
grew up in a traditional culture free of the suffocating influences of federal
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assimilationist policies. Since the editor mentions "the crucial theme of cultural
marginality" most often apparent in the lives of "mixed-blood[s] caught in a
cultural limbo between two obviously incompatible cultures" (p. xiii), a more
sophisticated discussion of Indian identity would have been useful. This lapse,
however, should not discourage readers from examining this anthology that
includes the stories of four women and seven men: (in order) Susette La
Flesche, Pauline Johnson, Angel DeCora, William Jones, Francis La Flesche,
Gertrude Bonnin, Charles A. Eastman, Alexander Posey, John Oskison, John
Joseph Mathews, and D'Arcy McNickle. (McNickle's story "Hard Riding" is
the only previously unpublished work of fiction in this volume.) Each author
is introduced by a short biographical sketch followed by a list of references
and a bibliography of the author's stories. Availability of a paperbound edition
would make this a valuable work for American history and literature courses.
L. G. Moses
Oklahoma State University

Portraits in American Archaeology: Remembrances of Some Distinguished Americanists. By Gordon Randolph Willey. (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico
Press, 1989. xiii + 426 pp. Illustrations, bibliography. $35.00 cloth, $19.95
paper.)
Gordon Willey has had a distinguished anthropological career as one of
this century's foremost archaeologists whose work has taken him from the
American Southwest to the American Southeast, from Mexico to Central and
South America. Portraits in American Archaeology chronicles this career in a
unique manner by presenting a series of memoirs of the men who influenced
Willey-his ideas, his work, and his career. Beginning with Dean Byron Cummings, his undergraduate instructor at the University of Arizona, Willey presents a delightfully written portrait of sixteen of the most influential men in
American anthropology, archaeologists such as Alfred Tozzer, Arthur Kelly,
Alfred Kidder, Augustus Smith, Harry Pollock, Samuel Lothrop, James Ford,
Duncan Strong, William Bullard, Matthew Stirling, Wendell Bennett, George
Valliant, and Junius Bird and ethnologists Alfred Kroeber and Julian Steward.
Filled with anecdotes and reflections, of special interest to southwesternists,
are the portraits of Cummings, Kidder, and Bullard.
The choices for inclusion in this volume are very personal-"a personal
gallery of portraits" (p. 171)-and as such cannot be questioned. But one learns
from the exclusions. One finds, for example, that Professor Willey met no
women who influenced his career. This omission speaks greatly of the field
and the times, conveying information about the structure and prestige hierarchy of archaeology. Those portrayed were excavators and directors of large
projects, but the only women seen in the book are wives, mothers, and unpaid
helpers. In this and many other ways this memoir says much about archaeology
as an intellectual and practical endeavor, as a way of life, and as a discipline
situated in a number of different institutions---museums, universities, and
government agencies, both at home and abroad. It is especially rich in insights
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about how individual personalities affect a discipline. As such it is valuable
for the historian, anthropologist, and biographer.
This book is well written: candid, analytical, critical, objective, subjective,
humorous, and personal. It engages the reader in its style and in its content.
Willey is sitting in one's living room relating stories about himself and friends.
He is forthright, addressing issues such as networking, living on the East Coast,
the depression and World War II, wealth, class, and educational background
and their influences on careers. Portraits in American Archaeology personalizes
anthropology through numerous remembrances of incidents and experiences
as few books in our discipline have done. It is wonderful reading and highly
recommended.
Nancy J. Parezo

University of Arizona
The History of Texas. By Robert A. Calvert and Arnoldo DeLeon. (Arlington
Heights, Illinois: Harlan Davidson, 1990. viii + 479 pp. Illustrations, maps,
tables, appendix, bibliography, index. $32.95 cloth, $21.95 paper.)
A legion of chronic complaints about state history textbooks could easily
be marshaled: they tend to. ignore the most stirring new research, to adopt
provincial if not narrowly celebratory approaches, to seek the safety of middleof-the-road interpretations, and to emphasize political topics to the exclusion
of social or cultural subjects. None of these criticisms can be leveled, however,
against this new college-level history of Texas by Robert A. Calvert of Texas
A&M University and Arnoldo DeLeon of Angelo State University. The authors
are members of a generation of scholars who came to professional maturity
during the last two decades and, with remarkably little fanfare, have been
rewriting the hisfory of Texas. This text integrates much of this recent scholarship and occasionally sets forth some'·fresh research as well.
Several characteristics stand out. The ethnic diversity of Texas/is not only
acknowledged but emphasized throughout; rather than segregated in a single
chapter, the Tejano and African-American experiences are described in the
context of each historical period. Nor does the influence of the "new" social
history end there. European immigrants, tenant farmers, urban workers, and
women all receive'due attention. Fewer pages are devoted to the arts, but the
space allotted to cultural matters is certainly more than cursory and is well
integrated into the overall narrative. Another unusual feature is the amount
of text devoted to modem Texas. Half of the chapters and two-thirds of the
pages concern the post-Reconstruction period, a far qy from the day when
(at the latest) the passing of the frontier was commonly understood as the end
point of Texas history.
This work has an expected textbook.quality in that broad, sweeping themes
are not systematically put forward; nevertheless, certain conclusions do stand
out. The authors see Hispanic influences as persisting beyond Texas independence. Despite Anglo-American numerical dominance and prejudice, Tejano culture resisted erosion until the twentieth century when immigration
from Mexico assured its continued vigor. Otherwise, forces common to the
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southern United States dominated the history of Texas. Even the oil "revolution" and the depression-ridden thirties failed to uproot the traditions of the
South. World War II more than any earlier or other factor ushered in modernization. The chapters that describe this transformation provide a particular
bonus in bringing together statistical and other evidence that would be otherwise difficult to find.
This work appears destined to become a standard and influential text.
Teachers who choose not to adopt it are certain to find themselves lecturing
out of it. If this book finds a wider readership than the usual text, there may
even be hope that the persistent chauvinism that dominates the popular view
of Texas might be shaken.
Paul Lack
McMurry College

The Nature of Texas: A Feast of Native Beauty. Edited by Howard Peacock. (College
Station: Texas A&M University Press, 1990. xv + 124 pp. Illustrations, index.
$24.95.)
In a fine historical essay in the recent anthology of American nature writing, This Incomparable Lande (1989), Thomas Lyon makes the point that what
most distinguishes modem nature literature is its sizzling critique of and outrage over America's fall from environmental health. Henry Thoreau and John
Muir had their own axes to grind, of course, but nature literature since Rachel
Carson has been marked by social criticism cranked to high volume. No reader
would ever confuse the prose of John Burroughs with that of Edward Abbey.
Maybe that is the reason that The Nature of Texas strikes a 1990s reader as
so much milquetoast. It is not that the book is not a lovely one, with the sort
of high caliber photography that we all have come to expect from coffee table
nature books, and from photographers like Jim Bones, Wyman Meinzer, Randy
Green, and Joe Liggio. Nor is the idea a bad one. Texas is such an ecologically
diverse state that an anthology of collected essays is probably the only way to
deal adequately with East Texas woodlands, Gulf Coast seashores and prairies,
trans-Pecos mountains and deserts, High Plains canyonlands. The problem, I
believe, may be the source of the essays, the bulk of which have previously
been published in Texas Highways magazine. That journal, hardly a hotbed of
fervent environmentalism, features such watered-down and over-edited stories
that those reproduced in this anthology scarcely seem intended for adult consumption at all. Only some of the essays from other sources, among them
editor Howard Peacock's contributions, possess the literary zing that one expects in a nature book produced in the same decade that rampant oil spills,
clearcutting, and growing mountains of toxic waste threaten the remaining
wild.
Texans, of course, like celebratory books, and celebration of nature has
always been one function of nature writing. But with its scarcity of public
lands and tottering environmental health, Texas ought to be producing far
more exciting and penetrating environmental writing than this book contains.
After reading the essays in The Nature of Texas, I found myself turning with
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relief to Charles Bowden, Gary Nabhan, and some of my favorite frothing-atthe-mouth passages by Abbey. Will it be said of Texas nature writers that while
Rome burned they composed cute (and trite) odes to bluebonnets and homed
lizards?
Dan L. Flores
Texas Tech University

We Just Toughed It Out: Women in the Llano Estacada. By Georgellen Burnett. (EI
Paso: Texas Western Press, 1990. 55 pp. Illustration, map, notes, bibliography.
$12.00.)
In the beginning pages of this small, attractive book, the author sets forth
the premise that the dry high plains of west Texas and eastern New Mexico,
known as the Llano Estacado, is "a land apart," and those who live on it are
"a people apart," especially the women who emigrated as early settlers. They
were different because their lives were shaped by the unfamiliar and harsh
terrain.
That conclusion of being unique is not supported as the author details the
stories of eight Anglo women who moved with their families into the Llano
Estacado between 1884 and 1891 after the Indians had been removed and the,
area opened for settlement. Indeed, similarity with other frontier women is
pointed out in each chapter, citing Agnes Morley Cleaveland, Mary Halleck
Foote, Molly Dorsey Sanford, and others. Overall, the stories of the Llano
Estacado women repeat the oft-told tale of frontier women in general, outlining
courage, determination, and stamina, commendable, but not unique.
Nevertheless, this is a worthwhile first book which adds to our understanding of women in the West. Tied together by the common experience of
widowhood, and ranging from farm and ranch wives to a minister's spouse,
each became adept at what was, in a more refined scene, man's work. In that
sphere, each became a success in her own right. Mary Jane Alexander, Hettie
Hall Sieber, Dora Griffin Roberts, Minnie Cox Walker, Alice Baker, Lou Caraway
Stubbs, Josie McDonald, and Martha Rayburn Collard were some of the first
settlers into what became the Texas communities of Mobeetie, Miami, Big
Spring, Hereford, Lockney, Lubbock, Sonora, and San Angelo. The last two
towns technically are not on the high plains but are located below the escarpment near where the Llano Estacado meets the Edwards Plateau.
The book is based on primary sources, manuscripts, newspapers, oral
histories, and is weiI documented with a useful bibliography. A map showing
the extent of the Llano Estacado adds to the quality.
Reba N. Wells
Yuma Crossing Foundation
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Indians of the Rio Grande Delta: Their Role in the History of Southern Texas and
Northeastern Mexico. By Martin Salinas. (Austin: University of Texas Press, 1990.
xii + 193 pp. Maps, tables, bibliography, index. $25.00 cloth, $11.95 paper.)
The Indians of the Rio Grande delta region are among the least-known
Indians in North America. Parts of the region have been described as a "cultural
sink" and the native inhabitants have all too often been lumped into poorly
defined residual categories such as "Coahuiltecan."
Indians of the Rio Grande Delta is the most comprehensive synthesis of
information from primary sources in Texas and Mexico about the region. As
such, Martin Salinas has produced the definitive work on the region, beginning
with a review of the aboriginal environment and the changes introduced by
Euroamerican settlement. Salinas uses a much larger number of primary documents than previous studies, and focuses attention on establishing the clearest
ethnic identity possible for each Indian group of the region. In so doing, he
confronts the confusion of Indian names and explains why European settlers
ignored native names in favor of Spanish names which were often applied to
unrelated groups in different parts of the region.
Depending on the available information, he summarizes culture, historical
demography, and linguistic information for over six dozen named groups.
Critical analyses of the extant historical data provide insight into cultural change
and population dislocation brought about by Spanish expansion. Salinas is
able to clearly distinguish between Indian groups native to different parts of
the region and groups migrating in from other areas after displacement by
European colonists. Such distinctions, when coupled with environmental variations and differences in population density, enable Salinas to carefully test
generalizations from earlier researchers based on very limited data on languages and cultures. Perhaps the most intriguing result of his research is his
evidence for the existence of a group of African maroons in the Rio Grande
delta, referred to by early Spaniards as Negros.
Salinas' work is a model of the critical use of fragmentary and confused
primary sources in areal synthesis. As such, it is an excellent contribution both
to our knowledge of native North America and the discipline of ethnohistory.
Gordon Bronitsky
Denver, Colorado

Historical Atlas of Texas. By A. Ray Stephens and William M. Holmes. (Norman:
University of Oklahoma Press, 1989. vii + 64 pp. Maps, charts, tables, bibliography, index. $24.95.)
Texas has joined the list of other western states included in the historical
atlas series of the University of Oklahoma Press. The authors, both professors
at the University of North Texas, seek to "illustrate particular topics in Texas
history with maps accompanied by brief interpretative essays." They properly
begin with the state's geography, geology, and native cultures. Sadly, only one
map is devoted to the various Indian tribes, and the accompanying essay does
not begin to suggest the cultural diversity of indigenous Texans. Topics follow
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in chronological order: Spanish and French conflict, Anglo-American colonization, the Texas Revolution, the Republic of Texas, Secession and Civil War,
the range cattle industry, and the development of the petroleum industry.
Specific maps address hurricanes, transportation, military installations, conservation and recreational areas, educational institutions, as well as political
and economic districts.
A study of this variety demands many subjective judgments. Aware of
that, the authors offer themes that they believe "most significant to the history
of the entire state." It is, of course, their book and one is, to some degree,
compelled to accept their choices. Still, one would like to have seen a demographic map revealing ethnic density on the eve of the Texas Revolution, or
one demonstrating the growth of cotton culture and slavery, or perhaps another
reflecting the state's rapidly growing Hispanic population.
Even so, the maps selected are reproduced in a large format that is clear
enough to view easily. Often, however, the base map is a standard county
map of Texas on which the authors have simply plugged in particular information. This assembly line approach imparts an unfortunate repetitiveness to
the book.
The bibliography, moreover, suggests that the authors failed to consult
more recent studies, preferring to rely on the old standards. The maps depicting the Alamo fort and the San Jacinto battlefield, for example, are virtual
redrawings of those found in Andrew Jackson Houston's Texas Independence,
published in 1938. Archival and archaeological research conducted since then
has rendered that information hopelessly out of date.
.
The authors enlisted Phyllis McCaffre, ajunior high school history teacher,
to review the text for use in secondary schools. Indeed, their efforts to render
the atlas "more useful to secondary school classes" probably explains its somewhat rudimentary content. Secondary Texas history teachers and their students
should find the book worthwhile.
Stephen L. Hardin
Texas State Department of Highways and Public Transportation

Reluctant Frontiersman: James Ross Larkin on the Santa Fe Trail 1856-57. Edited by
Barton H. Barbour. (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press/Historical
Society of New Mexico, 1990. xvi + 202 pp. Illustrations, appendixes, notes,
bibliography, index. $24.95 cloth, $14.95 paper.)
"History with its flickering lamps stumbles along the trail of the past,
trying to reconstruct its scenes, to revive its echoes, and kindle with pale gleams
the passion of former days." So said one of the greatest writers, historians,
and historical figures of the twentieth century, Winston Spencer Churchill.
The Santa Fe Trail, oldest and perhaps most romantic of the great roads crossing
the vastness of the American West, has long suffered from a dearth of "flickering lamps" to illuminate its years of glory and high adventure. Doubtless
the paucity of original accounts is because it was primarily a trail of trade and
commerce, with few literate travelers recording their experiences and observations. The wives of government officials and soldiers often provided the best
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of the firsthand accounts, such as those written by Susan Magoffin and Marian
Russell. But surely there are many other accounts which have been lost, overlooked, or ignored, and which could, if found, shed additional light upon
places and events of long ago. Happily Barton H. Barbour has found one of
these, and in so doing has made it possible for us to see the trail through the
eyes of one of those early wayfarers.
Reluctant Frontiersman, edited and annotated by Barbour, recounts in his
own words the experiences of James Ross Larkin, a man who traveled the
length of the trail to Santa Fe during 1856-1857. Although a member of a
prominent family and an educated urban businessman, business was not his
motive for travel. He was, in fact, one of the earliest of those who journeyed
across the southwestern plains in search of both health and adventure. He
suffered from "chronic dyspepsia," an ailment probably similar to gastroenteritis or gastritis. A trip across the plains was Widely believed to have curative
qualities superior even to the fashionable watering places of the North. He
accordingly made his way from his home in St. Louis to Westport, Missouri,
and there joined the caravan of William Bent bound for Bent's New Fort on
the Arkansas.
During their journey Larkin saw evidence of difficulties between free-state
and pro-slavery settlers along the eastern fringes of Kansas Territory, heard of
troubles between the U.s. Army and Cheyennes, and narrowly avoided a
threatened Kiowa attack upon Bent's New Fort. Two weeks following arrival
at that post, Larkin resumed his trip, moving via the Bent's Fort trail over
Raton Pass. Once at Santa Fe he hobnobbed with army officers, traders, government officials, and even the renowned Bishop Lamy. He participated in
many pleasant activities, including fandangos and dinner parties. The story
of his adventures along the trail and in Santa Fe, combined with his observations of people and places, serves to make his diary a valuable primary
source of knowledge for anyone interested in the history of the developing
West.
Barbour has done a highly creditable job of editing, but perhaps his most
valuable contribution, aside from finding the diary, is the prefatory chapters
and excellent annotations supplementing its text. In his introductory material
Barbour provides a brief biographical sketch of Larkin's life, a comparison of
St. Louis and Santa Fe in 1856, a study of the trail as a mecca for health seekers,
and the trail as a source of adventure and a rite of passage. Together, they
constitute an excellent entre to the diary itself, providing the reader with an
understanding of the contrast in cultures, the difficulties and dangers of the
road to Santa Fe, and a glimpse of some of the notable and important personages in the West of that day. Barbour's writing is clear and concise, and his
scholarship is sound. Reluctant Frontiersman is a fine contribution to the literature and history of the Santa Fe Trail.
William Y. Chalfant
Hutchinson, Kansas
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Indian School Days. By Basil H. Johnston. (Norman: University of Oklahoma
Press, 1989. 250 pp. Map, appendix. $18.95.)
In 1939, ten-year-old Basil Johnston, a Canadian Ojibwa, was snatched
from his family by the Indian agent and forced to attend St. Peter Claver's
School, run by Jesuit priests in the northern Ontario community of Spanish.
His four-year-old sister was also displaced and forced to attend the boarding
school for girls. Johnston, now a lecturer in the ethnology department of the
Royal Ontario Museum, recounts his experiences as an Indian child being
educated at a white-operated Catholic boarding school. The result is a fascinating book that examines assimilationist education from an Indian perspective.
Johnston presents delightful portraits of his classmates as well as of his
Jesuit teachers. Most of the students, ranging in age from four to sixteen, came
from broken homes. Much of what Johnston recalls is sad and shocking. He
details the loneliness, fears, and deprivation of Indian children placed in an
unfeeling and disciplined environment. The students created a subculture of
survival that helped them cope with this alien setting. Athletics, especially
hockey, offered a brief respite.
St. Peter Claver's School, which consisted of grades one through eight,
offered basic vocational training. Yet, as Johnston correctly observes, most of
the jobs were no longer in demand because of new technology. After the
adoption of a high school curriculum in 1946, however, the school became
more tolerable and professional. Indeed, Johnston's comments on the institution and the Jesuits are less negative. Even so, the school still reflected
assimilationist education that stressed non-Indian over Indian values.
Indian School Days is a marvelous book. The author's writing style is superb,
and his story is an important one. It is recommended to all students of Indian
history.
Raymond Wilson
Fort Hays State University

Fred Gipson at Work. By Glen E. Lich. (College Station: Texas A&M University
Press, 1990. xxvi + 125 pp. Illustration, notes, bibliography, index. $29.95.)
In the words of Texas nature writer, Fred Gipson "has probably been ...
the most widely read and appreciated writer Texas has ever produced" (p. 96).
In this brief volume of less than 100 pages of text and 25 pages of notes and
index, Glen Lich suggests reasons for Gipson's popularity through a helpful
examination of his life and major works.
Although Lich, director of the Regional Studies Center at Baylor University, moves chronologically through Gipson's career, providing useful autobiographical parallels between the author's life and writings, his abbreviated
study is primarily a thematic examination of Gipson's best-known novels and
histories. Indeed, in format and findings it differs little from a strong volume
in the Twayne United States Authors Series. In addition to emphasizing Gipson's life and his principal themes, Lich stresses the uses of place, time, and
initiation in his commentaries on Gipson's writings.
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Understandably, Lich's most extensive discussion is of Old Yeller (1956),
Gipson's chief work of fiction. Here he notes the novelist's apt use of the rites
of passage theme and then draws an interesting parallel between the death of
the novel's canine hero and the decline and despair in his creator's life. Indeed,
Gipson's dream of linking the pioneer past to contemporary and future America, which he thought possible in his fiction, turned to a series of personal
nightmares in the revisionist 196Os, an era that seemed so distant from Gipson's
experiences and values. Like President Lyndon B. Johnson, who also grew up
in Gipson's Texas Hill Country, Gipson could not understand why his viewpoints clashed with those of so many other Americans in the 1960s.
Altogether Lich has produced a very useful book on a Texas writer who,
while reflecting notable regional themes, also symbolized much of middle
America during the 1940s and 1950s. As the author makes clear, Gipson was
much more than a writer of simplistic juvenile novels. Lich particularly understands the power of Gipson's narrative talent and his regionalism as well
as the tragic dimensions of his life.
Richard W. Etulain
University of New Mexico

Canal Irrigation in Prehistoric Mexico: The Sequence of Technological Change. By
William E. Doolittle. (Austin: University of Texas Press, 1990. xiv + 205 pp.
Illustrations, maps, charts, tables, bibliography, index. $30.00.)
This volume, though modest in size, is nonetheless a significant contribution to the literature on prehistoric Mexico. As the author comments, "Debate on the cultural implications of water control, and specifically irrigation,
is far from over ... and, of course, this assessment of canal technology and
its development was not intended to settle this dispute. It does, however,
reveal something about the nature of the relationship, especially how it changed
through time." Doolittle's research involved a careful examination of the pertinent archaeological, historic, and geographical sources. He notes that "Earlier
assessments, often all-inclusive, suffered from inadequate comparative data."
These comparisons were usually based on temporal considerations or on ecological contexts, but, as the author observed, "both approaches have their
strengths, but they also have shortcomings." Citing Trautmann's work (1966),
Doolittle points out that "For the most part, technological change involves
degree rather than kind." As an extension of this observation, Doolittle somewhat regretfully observes that Carl O. Sauer's 1952 comments, "Ideas must
build upon ideas," is a concept that "seems to have been lost."
Noting a recent increase in the number of individual research projects,
the author sees himself as responding to "a need to analyze the now abundant
data base" in a comprehensive manner and, as well, to remedy the lack of "a
study that synthesizes this information and assess it in a coherent framework."
Observing that "Technology is certainly a critical factor in the human-environmental relationship and its inherent geographical nature," the author expresses the belief that "it is appropriate for someone trained in that discipline
to address its development."
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At the outset, Doolittle indicates the uniqueness of his approach with
these words, "In addition to being different in terms of the scale of its regional
orientation, this study is unlike other studies that have emphasized data on
specific prehistoric agricultural practices in that it does not focus on fields or
planting surfaces. As is the case with both terraces and raised fields, canals
and their related features can be considered as 'agricultural landforms,' modifications of surface relief related to cultivation. . . . In this study they are
treated as technology."
Charles H. Lange
Santa Fe, New Mexico

On the Edge of Splendor: Exploring Grand Canyon's Human Past. By Douglas W.
Schwartz. (Santa Fe: School of American Research, 1990. 80 pp. Illustrations,
maps, bibliography. $12.95 paper.)
World renowned for its scenic grandeur, the millions of visitors to Grand
Canyon each year are impressed with the visual display of its geological history.
Information on the cultural dramas that enfolded over centuries within the
canyon walls and on the adjacent plateaus has been, by comparison, less
available to the general public. On the Edge of Splendor is a tastefully designed
volume for the general reader that fills this gap.
Through pages amply illustrated with maps, photographs in black and
white and color, line drawings, and reproductions of prints from the John
Wesley Powell report of explorations of the Colorado River, the reader is taken
on an odyssey of the human dimension of the canyon's history. Schwartz has
organized his text to consider prehistoric cultures and comparable surviving
peoples in tandem. This arrangement brings to life the prehistoric past, as it
emphasizes the continuity of various life-styles at Grand Canyon from prehistory into the ethnographic present. A discussion of the early Archaic huntergatherers is followed by a chapter on the Kaibab Paiutes, who foraged for a
liVing until they left the area for reservations in the late 1800s. Discussed next
are the prehistoric Cohonina and Havasupai, both foragers and farmers, and
finally the Anasazi horticulturalists and today's Hopi, whose ancestry may be
traceable in part to the Anasazicanyon dwellers. The Hopi maintain important
shrines in the canyon, and as well, Grand Canyon looms large in many of
their myths and stories.
The volume is written with a humanistic bent in narrative style. In addition
to explaining the spiritual significance of Grand Canyon for today's native
people of the region, Schwartz gives ample consideration to the artifacts of
religion and ideologies, such as figurines and rock art, left by prehistoric
cultures.
In addition, this volume is also a vehicle for describing Schwartz' own
personal odyssey while doing research at the canyon. This dimension, at times
elaborated in the text, is more explicitly provided in the short personal vignettes
and reflections of the author as he describes his early encounters with Grand
Canyon archaeology, his expectations, and the many and diverse challenges
he faced.
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This attractive volume is a welcome addition to the Grand Canyon library,
a valuable synthesis of its archaeological dimension and exposition on the
significance of this powerful landscape for contemporary peoples.
Polly Schaafsma
Museum of New Mexico

Book Notes

Printmaking in New Mexico 1880-1990. By Clinton Adams. (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1991. ix + 167 pp. Illustrations,
notes, bibliography, index. $45.00 cloth, $25.00 paper.) Reproduces
etchings, woodcuts, and lithographs made by artists of New Mexico
during the last century.
America's National Battlefield Parks: A Guide. By Joseph E. Stevens. (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1990. xiv + 337 pp. Illustrations,
maps, index. $19.95 paper.) Paperback reprint.
Route 66: The Highway and Its People. By Susan Croce Kelly and Quinta
Scott. (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1990. xiv + 210 pp.
Illustrations, maps, notes, bibliography, index. $17.95 paper.) Paperback reprint of 1988 edition.
The Chilkat Dancing Blanket. By Cheryl Samuel. (Norman: University of
Oklahoma Press, 1990. 234 pp. Illustrations, appendixes, notes, bibliography, index. $24.95 paper.) First paperback reprint of 1982 edition.
Ghost Towns of Texas. By T. Lindsay Baker. (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1991. ix + 196 pp. Illustrations, maps, bibliography, index.
$16.95 paper.) Paperback reprint of 1986 edition.
Nuclear Enchantment. By Patrick Nagatani and Eugenia Parry Janis. (Al197
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buquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1991. 138 pp. Illustrations,
maps. $45.00 cloth, $29.95 paper.) A photographic documentary of the
nuclear industry in New Mexico.

Eyewitness at Wounded Knee. By Richard E. Jensen, R. Eli Paul, and John
E. Carter. (Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1991. xii + 210 pp.
Illustrations, maps, notes, bibliography, index. $37.50.) A collection of
some 150 photographs made before and immediately after the 1890
incident at Wounded Knee.
The Horse Soldier 1776-1943: The United States Cavalryman: His Uniforms,
Arms, Accoutrements, and Equipments: Volume I, The Revolution, the War
of 1812, the Early Frontier 1776-1850. By Randy Steffen. (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1991. xix + 195 pp. Illustrations, appendixes, index. $35.00 paper.) Paperback reprint of the 1977 edition.
Fighting Liberal: The Autobiography of George W. Norris. By George W.
Norris. (Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1992. xxiv + 419 pp.
Illustrations, map, chart, index. $14.95 paper.) Reprint of the 1961
edition with foreword by Arthur Schlesinger, Jr.
Al Norte: Agricultural Workers in the Great Lakes Region, 1917-1970. By
Dennis Nodin Valdes. (Austin: University of Texas Press, 1992. ix +
305 pp. Illustrations, map, notes, bibliography, index. $30.00 cloth,
$12.95 paper.) Number 13 of the Mexican American Monographs, sponsored by the Center for Mexican American Studies.
The Bonanza Kings: The Social Origins and Business Behavior of Western
Mining Entrepreneurs, 1870-1900. By Richard H. Peterson. (Norman:
University of Oklahoma Press, 1991. xvi + 191 pp. Tables, appendix,
notes, bibliography, index. $10.95 paper.) Paperback edition of the 1971
study with a new preface by the author.
The Peyote Religion among the Navaho. By David F. Aberle. (Norman:
University of Oklahoma Press, 1991. Iii + 451 pp. Illustrations, maps,
charts, tables, appendixes, notes, bibliography, index. $19.95 paper.)
Paperback reprint of the 1982 edition with a new preface by the author.
"Great Basin Kingdom" Revisited: Contemporary Perspectives. Edited by
Thomas G. Alexander. (Logan: Utah State University Press, 1991. 164
pp. Maps, tables, notes, index. $17.95.) A collection of seven essays
that evaluate the impact of Leonard J. Arrington's Great Basin Kindgom,
with an introduction by the editor.
Plains Farmer: The Diary of William G. DeLoach, 1914-1964. Edited by
Janet M. Neugebauer. (College Station: Texas A&M University Press,

BOOK NOTES

199

1991. xxxi + 367 pp. Illustrations, map, notes, bibliography, index.
$39.50.) A half-century record of the farming experience on the Great
Plains.

Sixty Million Acres: American Veterans and the Public Lands before the Civil
War. By James W. Oberly. (Kent, Ohio: Kent State University Press,
1990. xii + 222 pp. Illustrations, maps, tables, appendixes, notes, bibliography, index. $28.00.) A study of the federal government's first
major entitlement program for veterans.
Willard Z. Park's Ethnographic Notes on the Northern Paiute of Western
Nevada, 1933-1940: Volume I. Edited by Catherine S. Fowler. (Salt Lake
City: University of Utah Press, 1989. xxix + 160 pp. Illustrations, maps,
appendix, notes, bibliography. $27.50 paper.) Number 114 in the University of Utah's Anthropological Papers.
The Ute of Utah Lake: University of Utah Anthropological Papers. By Joel c.
Janetski. (Salt Lake City: University of Utah Press, 1991. xiii + 81 pp.
Illustrations, maps, bibliography. $20.00 paper.) Number 115 in the
University of Utah's Anthropological Papers.
The Archaeology of James Creek Shelter. Edited by Robert G. Elston and
Elizabeth E. Budy. (Salt Lake City: University of Utah Press, 1990. xiv
+ 321 pp. Illustrations, maps, charts, tables, bibliography. $22.50 paper.) Number 116 in the University of Utah's Anthropological Papers.
The Pacific Slope: A History of California, Oregon, Washington, Idaho, Utah,
and Nevada. By Earl Pomeroy. (Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press,
1991. xi + 414 pp. Illustrations, tables, notes, bibliography, index.
$15.95 paper.) Paperback reprint of the 1965 edition.
Earth Horizon. By Mary Austin. (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1991. ix + 403 pp. Illustrations, notes, index. $16.95 paper.)
Paperback reprint edition.
The Ancient Memory & Other Stories. By John G. Neihardt. Edited by
Hilda Neihardt Petri. (Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1991. xi
+ 230 pp. Illustrations. $19.95.) A collection of John G. Neihardt's
early short fiction.
The Giving Earth: A John G. Neihardt Reader. Edited by Hilda Neihardt
Petri. (Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1991. xviii + 301 pp.
Illustration, notes. $25.00.) A collection of John G. Neihardt's works
in several genres.
American Indian Life. Edited by Elsie Clews Parsons. (Lincoln: University
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of Nebraska Press, 1991. xv + 419 pp. Illustrations, map, notes, appendix. $12.95 paper.) Paperback reprint of the 1922 edition.

Henry A. Wallace's Irrigation Frontier: On the Trail of the Corn Belt Farmer,
1909. Edited by Richard Lowitt and Judith Fabry. (Norman: University
of Oklahoma Press, 1991. 228 pp. Illustrations, notes, index. $24.95.)
Volume 58 in the Western Frontier Library.
James J. Hill and the Opening of the Northwest. By Albro Martin. (St. Paul:
Minnesota Historical Society Press, 1991. xxvi +- 676 pp. Illustrations,
maps, notes, bibliography, index. $22.50 paper.) Paperback reprint of
the 1976 edition with a new introduction by W. Thomas White.
Watchdog of Loyalty: The Minnesota Commission of Public Safety During
World War 1. By Carl H. Chrislock. (St. Paul: Minnesota Historical Society Press, 1991. xiv + 387 pp. Illustrations, map, notes, bibliography,
index. $39.95 doth, $19.95 paper.)
Madonna Swan: A Lakota Woman's Story. By Madonna Swan and Mark
St. Pierre. (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1991. xi + 209 pp.
Illustrations, maps, notes, index. $19.95.) First person account of Madonna Swan-Abdulla and her life on the Cheyenne River Sioux Reservation, as told through Mark St. Pierre.
Utah Remembers World War II. By Allan Kent Powell. (Logan: Utah State
University Press, 1991. xiv + 271 pp. Illustrations, table, notes, index.
$29.95.) Accounts of World War II experiences.
Powhatan's Mantle: Indians in the Colonial Southeast. Edited by Peter H.
Wood, Gregory A. Waselkov, and M. Thomas Hatley. (Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1990. xviii + 355 pp. Illustrations, maps,
charts, tables, notes, bibliography, index. $19.95 paper.) Paperback reprint of the 1989 edition.

